The form of emphysema, which furnishes the subject of the following details, is that which is called Vesicular Emphysema;
and the specimens of this disease, which have been selected for minute examination, are of the ordinary kind.
The subject from which the greater part of the preparations illustrating the facts described in this essay, and from which the drawings accompanying it were taken, was about forty years of age, and the general aspect of his lungs, especially in the vicinity of the emphysematous part, was healthy. There were, however, in some parts of the lung, a few small tubercular deposits.
Before the abnormal condition of the structures entering into the composition of the lungs, as they appear in emphysema, is described, a few observations on the normal state of these parts may advantageously be premised; and, the air-cells being the seat of this disease, these observations will be confined to them. 
